the Wagner 


Restoration of 
Homestead Completed 

BY; STEVEN SEEGERS 
The Wagner Homestead restoration, 
supervised by DHT Boardmember 
Richard Groden, has recently been 
completed. Approximately $20,000 
has been spent to return the 
house to its original 1858 
appearance. 

The house, which was donated to 
Dade Heritage Trust by Beverly 
Wayne Anderson, was relocated to 
downtown Miami's Lummus Park in 
1978. Since July of 1978, the 
house has been eligable for the 
National Register of Historic 
Places by the Division of 
Archives, History and Records 
Management, Department of State, 
State of Florida. In the near 
future, we hope to present the 
formal nomination for submittion 
to the Register. The house is 
currently listed by the City of 
Miami as an Historic Site. 

There are many possible uses for 
this historic site. A few under 
consideration are: 

1. House Museum, using the 
DHT docent program, which would 
open the house to visitors on a 
regular basis. 

2. Using the house as a 
meeting centre for non-profit 

organizations at a 
nominal fee. 

3. Operate a DHT gift shop 
offering crafts and DHT 

produced historic gift 

items. 

With the redevelopment of the 
riverfront across from Lummus 
Park, it is hoped that new life 
will be stirred into the 
currently neglected area. The 
new design for the riverfront is 
to include 

docking facilities, small eating 
and retail operations, and a 
visual connection to a new plaza 
in the park which can be 
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incorporated in the landscaping 
of the Wagner House. The park 
has problems such as lack of use 
and vandalism. Use of the park 
could be increased by making it 
an attractive destination through 
the folklife concept and the 
resulting activity would reduce 
incidence of vandalism. 


The City of Miami's folklife 
concept of the park is a folklife 
centre. This would be 
established through the efforts 
of the Council of Arts and 
Sciences, HASP, DAR, DHT, PACE, 
the Pioneers Club, and other 
interested groups. Already, the 
Pioneers Club is looking at the 
prospect of moving their club to 
an already existing building in 
the park. 

The Wagner House was built in 
1858 by William Wagner who 
arrived in Dade County in 1855. 
The house was originally built on 
a tributary of the Miami River 
just east of what is now the 12th 
Avenue Bridge. In 1858, Mr. 
Wagner brought his wife and 
children down from Charleston to 
their new home. 

After William Wagners' death in 
1901, his daughter Rose and son 
William inherited the house. 
The property was eventually 
purchased by the A.J. Bendel Co., 
which was developing Highland 
Park. A lot was purchased by Mr. 
& Mrs. B.B. Cassell in 1909 from 
the Bendel Co. who gave them the 
surviving house. The Cassells 
moved the house about 50 feet and 
were responsable for adding the 
the porches. They remained in 
the house until recent years. 
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The house is made mostly of Dade 
County Pine. The house contains 
much hand hewn timber and 
mortised and tenoned construction 
with wooden pegs instead of nails 
in many places. 

The Wagner Homestead is Dade 
County's oldest standing building. 


